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Edenfield CE Primary School
8th September 2020

Dear Parents,
I would like to provide some additional guidance on the action to take if you, or your child, displays symptoms of coronavirus. This has been included within our procedure letter but I thought it might be helpful to have all the necessary information on one separate document, especially in light of an increase in the infection rate across Rossendale. 
Presentation of Initial Symptoms
If you, or your child, or a member of your household, show symptoms, i.e. a persistent cough, a high temperature or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste, you must not send your child to school and arrange a test for those affected.  Until the test results are received, you must self-isolate with your household at home.
Tests can be booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via NHS 119 for those without access to the internet. The government will ensure that it is as easy as possible to get a test through a wide range of routes that are locally accessible, fast and convenient.  We ask that you inform us immediately of the results of a test:
· If your child tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus (COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating. They could still have another virus, such as a cold or flu – in which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are better.  Therefore, if your child still appears unwell we would advise that they remain at home until their symptoms have improved. Other members of their household can stop self-isolating.

· If your child tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for at least 7 days from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. The 7-day period starts from the day when your child first became ill. If they still have a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their temperature returns to normal. Other members of their household should continue self-isolating for the full 14 days.
We have been asked to advise parents that whole households may be asked to self-isolate with very little notice and, as such, you may need to prepare to work from home or take leave from work.  We recognise that this may be very disruptive for you and your family and will do all that we can to support you.  Remote online learning will resume immediately for those children who are self-isolating but well.  If your child is unwell, we will not expect them to complete online learning until they are feeling better.   We will remain in contact with you throughout isolation periods. 
If a pupil displays symptoms here in school, we will contact you and ask that you collect them, and any siblings, immediately.  Please ensure you have plans in place to be able to collect your child at short notice. Until your child can be collected, they will be placed in a separate room to their class bubble and be cared for by a member of staff who will wear medical grade PPE (this is the only time staff will be asked to wear PPE to prevent the spread of possible infection). You should then arrange a test for your child and follow the steps as listed above.

Positive Test Result

The school will contact the local health protection team as soon as they have been notified of a positive result. This team may also contact us here in school if they become aware that someone who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) attended the school – as identified by NHS Test and Trace).

The health protection team will then carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in close contact with the person during the period that they were infectious, and ensure they are asked to self-isolate. Based on the advice from the health protection team, school will send home those people who have been in close contact with the person who has tested positive, advising them to self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person when they were infectious. Close contact means:

· direct close contact - face to face contact with an infected individual for any length of time, within 1 metre, including being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected physical contact (skin-to-skin);
· proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 minutes) with an infected individual;
· travelling in a small vehicle, i.e. a car, with an infected person;

If your child is identified as being in close contact with someone who has received a positive test result, you will be asked to keep your child at home for fourteen days and be given a standard letter (distributed to all schools) explaining the necessary procedures.  You may wish to arrange a test for your child but even if you receive a negative result, you will still need to complete the quarantine period as they may be incubating the infection and could infect others in school if they return before the fourteen-day period is over.  If your child received a positive result, you must notify the school and keep your child at home for ten days from the onset of symptoms.  This means the isolation period could end before or after the original isolation period. 

School will keep a record of pupils and staff in each class bubble and any close contact that takes place between children and staff.  Household members of those children who are sent home do not need to self-isolate themselves unless your child who is self-isolating subsequently develops symptoms.

The school will work closely with the local health protection team if there are two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or there is an overall rise in sickness absence where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected. The local health protection team will then advise us if additional action is required.  School is aware that in consultation with the local Director of Public Health, where an outbreak in a school is confirmed, a mobile testing unit may be dispatched to test others who may have been in contact with the person who has tested positive. Testing will first focus on the person’s class, followed by their year group, then the whole school if necessary, in line with routine public health outbreak control practice.

Free School Meals

If your child is entitled to free school meals and has to self-isolate or quarantine, food parcels will be provided for the duration of this period.  The school voucher system is no longer operational. 

This is a lot of information to absorb and some people may feel overwhelmed by the amount of information provided, either from school, or in the media.  If you would like to discuss any of these steps further, please do not hesitate to contact school and we will be more than happy to discuss any of your concerns.

It is worth remembering that for most people, especially children, symptoms will be mild and recovery is quick.  However, we have a collective responsibility to minimise the spread of infection.

I have absolutely no doubt that our school community will work together to adhere to all of the advice and procedures listed so that we can protect each other.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Best wishes,

C. L. Garner
Headteacher
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